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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to the communication filed on April 22, 2008 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,4,6-8,10, 1 1, 14-16,18-21,24-29,31,34-40 and 43-46 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 3691 

DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Howard Sobelman on 6/4/08. 



1. (Currently amended) A method of creating financial advice applications, comprising: 
receiving, from a plurality of disparate providers, a plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
receiving a request including financial data at a financial advice application, wherein said 
financial advice application is configured to use said financial data to provide financial planning 
and advice, wherein said financial data is related to financial need, preferred financial strategy 
and economic class of an entity; 

evaluating said request to identify a subset of said plurality of distinct financial advice services 
based on said financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 
identifying said subset based on said at least one of: financial need, preferred financial strategy 
and economic class; 
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compiling data requirements unique to said entity based on said financial need, said preferred 
financial strategy and said economic class, wherein said data requirements include format and 
value properties in accordance with said subset; 

compiling a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said financial 
need, preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data requirements, wherein 
said fields are populated by at least one of a said client and a representative of said client via a 
client computer , to create fields populated with said information relating to said financial need, 
preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

applying to said fields said format and said value properties as metadata to enforce data entry 
rules; 

transmitting said financial data to said client computer in the form of a financial advice 
application, wherein said financial advice application is fully executable at said client computer; 
scripting requests from said client computer such that a single request creates said financial 
advice application; 

receiving a completed data entry page including field data based on said data requirements and 
said subset, wherein said field data is entered by said at least one of said client and said 
representative; 

determining when said field data complies with said data entry rules; 

formatting said field data into a format that is usable by each of said subset; 

transmitting said field data to said subset, wherein said subset processes said field data to provide 

said financial planning and advice; 

receiving said financial planning and advice from each of said subset; 
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formatting said financial planning and advice received from each of said subset to a standardized 
data format; 

comparing said financial planning and advice to stored economic group data, and, 
determining specific strategies for said financial planning and advice based upon said 
comparison of said stored economic group data. 

11. (Currently amended) A system for creating financial advice applications, comprising: 
a client computer having an application program implemented thereon, wherein said application 
program comprises a module and said module corresponds to a financial advice service; and, 
wherein said financial advice application is configured to: 

receive, from a plurality of disparate providers, a plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
evaluate a request to identify a subset of said plurality of distinct financial advice services based 
on financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class of an entity; 
identify said subset based on said financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 
compile data requirements unique to said entity including format and value properties based on a 
financial position and a lifetime goal, wherein said lifetime goal is related to at least one of: 
education, wealth accumulation, retirement, estate planning, tax planning, survivorship, 
disability, and long-term; 

compile a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said at least one of: 
financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data requirements, 
wherein said fields are populated by at least one of said client and a representative of said client 
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via a client computer , to create fields populated with said information relating to said financial 
need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

applying to said fields said format and said value properties as metadata to enforce data entry 
rules; 

use data defined by said current financial position and said lifetime goal to provide financial 
planning and advice; 

convert data transmissions between at least one of said client computer, said subset, and said 
financial advice application into a standardized data format; 

receive data from said subset in order to create a financial advice application, wherein said 
financial advice application is configured to script requests from said client computer such that a 
single request creates said financial advice application; 

transmit said financial advice application to said client computer, wherein said financial advice 
application is fully executable at said client computer; 

receive a completed data entry page including field data based on said data requirements and said 
plurality of financial advice services, wherein said field data is entered by said at least one of 
said client and said representative; 

determine when said field data complies with said data entry rules; and, transmit said field data 
to said, wherein said subset processes said field data to provide said financial planning and 
advice; 

receive said financial planning and advice from each of said subset; 

format said financial planning and advice received from each of said subset to a standardized 
data format; 
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compare said financial planning and advice to stored economic group data, and, 

determine specific strategies for said financial planning and advice based upon said comparison 

of said stored economic group data. 

21. (Currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with processing 
instructions stored thereon, wherein said processing instructions are configured to direct a 
computer to perform the steps of: 

receiving, from a plurality of disparate providers, a plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
receiving a request including financial data at a financial advice application, wherein said 
financial advice application is configured to use said financial data to provide financial planning 
and advice, wherein said financial data is related to financial need, preferred financial strategy 
and economic class of an entity; 

evaluating said request to identify a subset of said plurality of distinct financial advice 
services based on said financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 
identifying said subset based on said at least one of: financial need, preferred financial strategy 
and economic class; 

compiling data requirements unique to said entity based on said financial need, said preferred 
financial strategy and said economic class, wherein said data requirements include format and 
value properties in accordance with said subset; 

compiling a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said financial 
need, preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data requirements, wherein 
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said fields are populated by at least one of said client and a representative of said client, to create 
fields populated with said information relating to said at least one of : financial need, preferred 
financial strategy and economic class; 

applying to said fields said format and said value properties as metadata to enforce data entry 
rules; 

transmitting said financial data to said client computer in the form of a financial advice 
application, wherein said financial advice application is fully executable at said client computer; 
scripting requests from said client computer such that a single request creates said financial 
advice application; 

receiving a completed data entry page including field data based on said data requirements and 
said subset, wherein said field data is entered by said at least one of said client and said 
representative via a client computer ; 

determining when said field data complies with said data entry rules; 

formatting said field data into a format that is usable by each of said subset; 

transmitting said field data to said subset, wherein said subset processes said field data to provide 

said financial planning and advice; 

receiving said financial planning and advice from each of said subset; 

formatting said financial planning and advice received from each of said subset to a standardized 
data format; 

comparing said financial planning and advice to stored economic group data, and 
determining specific strategies for said financial planning and advice based upon said 
comparison of said stored economic group data. 
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3 1 . (Currently amended) A device for creating financial advice applications, which device 

comprises: 

a central processor; 

a storage device in communication with said central processor; 

and a memory connected to said central processor, wherein said memory includes an operating 
system for storing and executing a program which controls operation of said central processor; 
wherein said central processor is operative with an advice utility server to: 
receive, from a plurality of disparate providers, a plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
evaluate a request to identify a subset of said plurality of distinct financial advice services based 
on financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class of an entity; 
identify said subset based on said financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 
compile data requirements unique to said entity including format and value properties based on a 
financial position and a lifetime goal, wherein said lifetime goal is related to at least one of: 
education, wealth accumulation, retirement, estate planning, tax planning, survivorship, 
disability, and long-term; 

compile a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said financial need, 
preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data requirements, wherein said 
fields are populated by at least one of said client and a representative of said client via a client 
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computer , to create fields populated with said information relating to said financial need, 
preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

applying to said fields said format and said value properties as metadata to enforce data entry 
rules; 

use data defined by said current financial position and said lifetime goal to provide financial 
planning and advice; 

convert data transmissions between at least one of said client computer, said subset, and said 
financial advice application into a standardized data format; 

receive data from said subset in order to create a financial advice application, wherein said 
financial advice application is configured to script requests from said client computer such that a 
single request creates said financial advice application; 

transmit said financial advice application to said client computer, wherein said financial advice 
application is fully executable at said client computer; 

receive a completed data entry page including field data based on said data requirements and said 
plurality of financial advice services, wherein said field data is entered by said at least one of 
said client and said representative; 

determine when said field data complies with said data entry rules; and, transmit said field data 
to said subset, wherein said subset processes said field data to provide said financial planning 
and advice; 

receive said financial planning and advice from each of said subset; 

format said financial planning and advice received from each of said subset to a standardized 
data format; 



Application/Control Number: 09/7 1 2,743 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 3691 

compare said financial planning and advice to stored economic group data, and, 

determine specific strategies for said financial planning and advice based upon said comparison 

of said stored economic group data. 

40. (Currently amended) A method of using a financial advice application, comprising: 
implementing a financial advice application comprising at least one of establishing a connection 
to a Web server and accessing said financial advice application on a desktop wherein data 
transmitted between a financial advice application and at least one of a Web server and a desktop 
is in a standardized data format; 

receiving, from a plurality of disparate providers, a plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
receiving a request including financial data at said financial advice service, wherein said 
financial data is related current financial position and a lifetime goal of an entity; 
evaluating said request to identify a subset of said plurality of distinct financial advice services 
based on said current financial position and a lifetime goal of an entity, wherein said lifetime 
goal is related to at least one of education, wealth accumulation, retirement, estate planning, tax 
planning, survivorship, disability, and long-term care from said advice utility server; 
compiling data requirements unique to said entity based on said current financial position and 
said lifetime goal, wherein said data requirements include format and value properties in 
accordance with said subset; 

compiling a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said financial 
need, preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data 
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requirements, wherein said fields are populated by at least one of said client and a representative 
of said client via a client computer , to create fields populated with said information relating to 
said financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

applying to said fields said format and said value properties as metadata to enforce data entry 
rules; 

transmitting said financial data to said client computer in the form of a financial advice 
application, wherein said financial advice application is fully executable at said client computer; 
processing instructions configured to direct a computer to perform the step of scripting requests 
from said application program such that a single request creates said financial advice application; 
receiving a completed data entry page including field data based on said data requirements and 
said subset, wherein said field data is entered by said at least one of said client and said 
representative; 

determining when said field data complies with said data entry rules; 

formatting said field data into a format that is usable by each of said subset; 

transmitting said field data to said subset, wherein said subset process processes said field data to 

provide said financial planning and advice; 

receiving said financial planning and advice from each of said subset; 

formatting said financial planning and advice received from each of said subset to a standardized 
data format; 

comparing said financial planning and advice to stored economic group data, and, 
determining specific strategies for said financial planning and advice based upon said 
comparison of said stored economic group data 
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46. (Currently amended) A method for providing comprehensive online financial planning 
advice, the method comprising: 

receiving, from a plurality of disparate providers, a pluralit7 of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
establishing a connection to a client computer having an application program comprising a 
module, wherein said module corresponds to a financial advice service; 
receiving user-supplied data and a request for a financial advice service, wherein said user- 
supplied data comprises at least one of economic group data and goals and wherein said 
economic group data comprises at least one of membership data, demographics data, and 
financial data and wherein said financial advice application includes a roadmap service 
configured to use financial data to provide financial planning and advice; 
evaluating economic group data to identify said plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein said economic group data is defined by a current financial position and a lifetime goal of 
an entity, wherein the lifetime goal is related to at least one of education, wealth accumulation, 
retirement, estate planning, tax planning, survivorship, disability, and long-term care; 
identifying a subset of said plurality of distinct financial advice services based on 
financial need, preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

compiling data requirements unique to said entity based on said current financial position and 
said lifetime goal, wherein said data requirements include format and value properties in 
accordance with said subset; 
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compiling a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said financial 
need, preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data requirements, wherein 
said fields are populated by at least one of said client and a representative of said client via a 
client computer, to create fields populated with said information relating to said financial need, 
preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

applying to said fields said format and said value properties as metadata to enforce data entry 
rules; 

transmitting said financial data to said client computer in the form of a financial advice 
application, wherein said financial advice application is fully executable at said client computer; 
transmitting and displaying said financial planning and advice results to said user; 
processing instructions configured to direct a computer to perform the step of scripting requests 
such that a single request creates said financial advice application; 

receiving a completed data entry page including field data based on said data requirements and 
said subset, wherein said field data is entered by said at least one of said client and said 
representative; 

determining when said field data complies with said data entry rules; 

formatting said field data into a format that is usable by each of said subset; 

transmitting said field data to said subset, wherein said subset processes said field data to provide 

said financial planning and advice; 

receiving said financial planning and advice from each of said subset; 

formatting said financial planning and advice received from each of said subset to a standardized 
data format; 
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comparing said financial planning and advice to stored economic group data, and, 
determining specific strategies for said financial planning and advice based upon said 
comparison of said stored economic group data. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 4, 6-8, 10-11, 14-16, 18-21, 24-29, 31, 34-40 and 43-46 are allowed. 

Examiner's Statement of Reason for allowance 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The most relevant references are the Doerr et al reference, Jones et al reference and the 
Hitchcock reference. 

The Doerr et al reference discloses a financial advice system that may be implemented 
with existing applications by enabling a developer to place trigger points throughout the program 
code of the existing application. As the program code is executed and a trigger point is reached, 
the Doerr system obtains information relating to the user. The user information is tested against a 
number of conditions corresponding to the trigger point. When a condition is met, the Doerr 
system retrieves an advice template corresponding to the condition and compares template 
information to display state information to determine whether to display the advice from the 
template. Doerr discloses that the advice templates contain static information that controls the 
characteristics of how advice appears to the application user. This information is stored within 
various template fields and the fields include a variable value, such that the variables may be 
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substituted with user specific information before the advice is displayed to the user. The template 
disclosed by Doerr is for compiling and presenting advice information to the user. Although 
Doerr generally refers to template fields, the template fields are not provided to the user for data 
entry purposes, but rather to provide information to the user in the form of advice. 

Jones et al reference discloses a financial advice system. Jones system provides 
investment return models to help an investor select an investment plan that best conforms to his 
individual financial needs and goals. Return scenarios are created based on assets that are 
classified into groups and a return model reflects the performance of one or more classes under 
future scenarios of economic factors. Jones discloses that a user may interact with the system to 
map each financial product selected from a number of available financial products to one or 
more asset classes. Jones enables the user to adjust variable values according to their specific 
retirement goals. The system provides a standard web form with fields and/or dropdown menus. 
The user interacts with the system, for example, by selecting a retirement age, entering an 
estimated savings rate, etc. The system then performs a calculation based on the user input to 
present the user with a retirement scenario. Jones system presents the same form fields regardless 
of these scenarios, rather than compiling the form fields in relation to a specific scenario. 

Hitchcock reference discloses a system for managing the application process for various 
institutions. Specifically, the Hitchcock system is directed toward providing a context sensitive 
online application system for walking a prospective student through college entrance application 
completion. Hitchcock includes a universal forms engine that facilitates the creation and 
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processing of customized forms and sharing certain pieces of information between forms to 
reduce data entry requirements. For example, a college application form may require the 
prospective student to enter undergraduate information including schools, addresses, Grade Point 
Average (GPA), etc. A related form pertaining to financial aid may require similar such 
information, so information can be shared between the two forms eliminating the need for 
redundant data entry. Hitchcock assembles forms based on variables relating to the prospective 
student and the selected college. This is similar to other known form based systems that present 
forms based on information entered in preceding forms. For example, most income tax 
applications such as, for example TurboTax, are designed to walk a tax payer through a series of 
steps including forms for entering income and expense related data. Based on information 
entered in one form (e.g., filing with dependents vs. filing independently), the system is able to 
select forms that are applicable to the user's situation. However, this is significantly different 
from what is disclosed by the presently claimed invention, which selects a group of independent 
software modules based on the specific needs of the user and performs an analysis to determine 
the data requirements for each selected application. Accordingly, this analysis allows the 
presently claimed invention to assemble data entry forms that are specific to the selected 
applications, which subsequently use the data to perform their intended functions. Significantly, 
the presently claimed invention is an open-ended system that allows any number of very 
specialized software applications (services) to be developed independently and added to the 
system as resources. 
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The Doerr et al , Jones et al and the Hitchcock references individually or in combination 
fail to disclose a method for creating a financial advice applications comprising the steps of. 
receiving, from a plurality of disparate providers, a plurality of distinct financial advice services, 
wherein each of said a plurality of distinct financial advice services comprises executable code; 
compiling data requirements unique to said entity based on said financial need, said preferred 
financial strategy and said economic class, wherein said data requirements include format and 
value properties in accordance with said subset; 

compiling a data entry page having fields for collecting information relating to said financial 
need, preferred financial strategy and economic class based on said data requirements, wherein 
said fields are populated by at least one of a client and a representative of said client via a client 
computer, to create fields populated with said information relating to said financial need, 
preferred financial strategy and economic class; 

Updated searches revealed no references that disclosed the claimed invention, nor were any 
further references identified which could be reasonable combined with Doerr et al , Jones et al 
and the Hitchcock references. 

For this reason, claims 1, 4, 6-8, 10-11, 14-16, 18-21, 24-29, 31, 34-40 and 43-46 are deemed to 
be allowable over prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by the applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
Allowance". 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olabode Akintola whose telephone number is 571-272-3629. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM -5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

OA 

/Hani M. Kazimi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



